
THIRD 9ECTIOT.

;> r ire-pig hi
»&OneTime Chief Croker Says

Most Big Fires Could Easily
Have Been Prevented.

CAUTION IS NEEDED
> «f=

Benjamin franklin was first
to point out In America the wisdom
of fire prevention. He wrote upon
fire prevention and fireproof construction,formed a company to extingulshfires and one to Indemnify

against fire damage. "If chimneys were

more frequently cleaned," Franklin wrote,
"some fires might thereby be prevented."
It was Franklin, too, who preached the

doctrine that "an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure."
i Destruction of the Equitable Life AssuranceBuilding last Tuesday caused prop

' erty owners to display a greater interest
in fire prevention. Edward F. Croker,
formerly Chief of the New York Fire Department,who is accounted the most ex-
pert fire fighter in the world, discussing
the Equitable Life fire with a Herald t{reporter yesterday, declared that the
greater number of fires In New York are cjcaused by carelessness. .

Joseph Johnson, Fire Commissioner, and hCaptain William Guerin, chief of the re- 0_cently established Bureau of Fire Prevehtlon,thoroughly agree with the view of
Mr. Croker. That both the Equitable and lethe Triangle fires were caused by the care- c.less throwing away of matches is the reportwhich Commissioner Johnson has submittedto Mayor Gaynor. b.

^ "How is New York to prevent similar t£conflagrations in the future?" was the a]
question asked Commissioner Johnson. 0,
"First," he replied, "by a campaign of 5;

education to show the value of fire prevention,and, second, by a rigid enforce- n
ment of the power conferred upon thejaiFire Commissioner by the law recently rn
passed creating the Bureau of Fire Pre- d<
vention." M
LCommissioner Johnson said that because
of the high efficiency of the New Tork re
Fire Department the professional spirit pi
has given the firemen such confidence that If
there is not a man in the uniformed force P
who believes that it is possible for New m
Tork ever to experience such a conflagrationas the Baltimore or San Francisco fire. N
"The safeguarding of human life from 0<

fire is the first concern of the Fire Department,"Commissioner Johnson said.
"The saving of property is a secondary v<

though Important consideration."
(

The First Step.
a filOne of Commissioner Johnson's first aIsteps in his campaign of education was to

distribute 75,000 placards for housewives (-ewhich were labelled "Fire Don'ts," and wdesignated to hang on the wall of the
apartment house kitchen. These "don'ts"
practically cover the subject of fire pre- invention in the home, whether this home ibe wapartment, tenement or private dwelling. reThe list of "Fire Dont's" reads:. sv"Don't block the fire escapes; you may j-,,need them yourself to-night.
"Don't leave everything to the landlord.Inspect your own house from cellar

to garret and locate all' exits.
"Don't throw cigars or cigarettes out of tv

^ windows. They drop on awnings and set 0f
w them afire. [ f0

"Don't allow children to play with ta
matcnes. St
"Don't use matches or candles In dark at

closets or cellars. th
, "Don't keep matches except In a tin hox Cr

with cover attached. tlf
"Don't toss away a match unless com- of

pletely extinguished, and then toss it Into to
a metal or porcelain receptacle. of
"Don't fill lamps or oil stoves while Ei

lighted. ay
"Don't use kerosene oil In lighting: fires.
"Don't put hot ashes on a dumbwaiter. Op
"Don't accumulate old bede and bedding Or

or other trash In cellars. da
"Don't allow delivery boys to tie back ca

the dumbwaiter door in cellar; by this Ar
means flres have spread throughout build- ca
Ings. ^ in
"Don't negleot to have the chimney flue P1'

. cleaned once a year. You are responsible, 8P
Mb not your landlord. prHP "There are many things," continued ca
' Commissioner Johnson, "which the people tin

of New York can do to aid the cause of me

The Wisdom
- «.

^ I E"W lamps for old" was the pa
fc m I Irresistible slogan with which un

I I the wily old magician of the
1 ^ Arabian Nights age enticed co

women to trade with him. at;
Department stores of to-day go

have carried the ory even further, and,
^ taking1 their cue from the learned, trader/

0

offer "something for nothing." And, ac- m,

cording to the advertising managers, It has wl

the same old potency as in bygone days. in

Yet there are some women, who take ^
»uch acute advantage of the "something nv

for nothing" scheme that they can shop a as

whole day on an expenditure of seventeen
past cents and quit at night richer themselves

at the expense of the department stores.
"I think I. shall do a little shopping today,"says Mrs. Jones to her husband ,

across the breakfast table.
"All right," says Mr. Jones, "but don't c°

get rid of too much currency."
Being a man, he does not suspect that 11

his wife can shop all day and spend less rr
U of the codn of the realm than he will In-
H vest In a couple of cigars.

'

W Mrs. Jones leaves the house with several *

small parcels and a grim smile which 1

portends evil for the department store. A 1'

woman goes shopping as a serious minded 1'

man goes to war.with a full sense of pa

d\ity to be discharged and an utter aban- 1
don of consequences. mi
On the trolley car Mrs. Jones asks for ey

a transfer, which she does not use, but we

carefully folds and places in a small to
t pocket in her hand bag. The car does not

run past the store to which she is going he
first. She could transfer to a car which an

does, but that Is not In her plan of cam- oc

palgn. At 'the corner wnere sne angnxs a "**

stage 1s -waiting:, and in this Mrs. Jones 1
v rides to her destination. The stage is for wl

the use of patrons of the store and no

fare is charged. It is very convenient, an

but Mrs. Jones sniffs a little and thinks wt

that the ventilation might he 'better and
tillat a corporation as rich as the owners yo

rof the store to which she is going might 110

renew the upholstery in their'stages more
often if they wish to keep a really fash- ear'
ionable clientele. It is rather slow, too,
and Mrs. Jones agrees with tihe woman

J

sitting next to her, who opines that a big js
concern like the X & T Company "might
afford automobile buses. Horses are so
out of date, you know!" yel

^ The streets are muddy, and in walking.
to thie trolley car from her home and in 1'

Q
leaving the stage Mrs. Jones' shoes lost '

their lustre, and this must be rerpedied pa;
before she starts the day's shopping. In j)0;
fact, the Shoes were a little dim when ..

she left home, which was one reason for
goftng to this particular store first. On th(the second floor in a corner of the ladies'
corridor is an electrical shoe shining ma- q
chine which as used to advertise a certain S1't
)>rand of polish. stcIt is rather tiresome sitting Idle -while j)fl
one's shoes" are being polished, so Mrs. wj
Jones takes a current magazine from a -j
table in the corridor and carelessly turns j0i
Om pages while she reclines comfortably for
in a chair and the electrical machine to* rtitoes her shoes at an expense to no one eof
hurt the department store. ,t
Mtaa Jones then goes to the pattern de- di§

| \

\
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ÊDWARD E CPOKEl^.

re prevention. First, I wish to call atmtlonto the importance of exercising:
ire in the handling of matches, cigarettes,
gars and iother Are producers. More fires
isult in New York from the careless
andling of matches than from any other
ne cause* The Washington place Are
nd the burning of the Equitable Building
ist Tuesday both resulted from the carerss handling of matches. From the same
ruse there were 1,379 AreB in New York
i 1910.
"In the same year 484 Ares were caused
y the careless handling of candles and
ipers. Carelessness with lighted cigars
ad cigarettes resulted in 825 Ares, while
rerheated stoves and stove pipes caused
16 Ares.
"Basements should be kept free from
ibbish of any kind. These rubbish heaps
re probably the greatest menace to tene-
ent house and apartment dwellers. Don't
;pend upon the Janitor in these matters,
'ake a personal inspection of the cellar
:er which you live, and if the janitor is
sluctant to carry out the fire prevention
-ecaurtions call the owner's attention to it.
this fails get in touch with the Fire

revention Bureau at the Fire Departent."
Robert H. Mainzer, banker, of No. 5
assau street, who enjoys the distinction
taking more interest in the Fire Deirtmentthan any private citizen in New

ork, discussing the question of fire premtlonyesterday, said
"When a structure forty years old is
istroyed by Are in this city it is passed
rer with the remark that nothing about
reproofing was known in those days
id 'it had to go anyway,' whereas the
;struction of an historical monument
n timds as old in France or England
ouQd be deemed a national calamity.
"In case all my opinions regarding the
ection of absolutely fireproof buildgswere expressed by the hundreds
ho share them, a great outcry from the
al estate interests would probably relit,yet i's it not a fact that we are

impered with sufficient non-fireproof
aterial as it is?"

Can be Prevented.
ft is the belief of Edward F. Croker, for
reive years Chief of the Fire Department
New York, who has given up his work

r the city to apply himself to the greater
sk of educating the people of the United
ates how best to prevent fires, with their
tendant .loss of live and property, that
e average fire can be prevented. Mr.
oker has devoted thirty years to scienicfireflghting, and he undoubtedly is one
the best qualified men in the country
discuss the suhfect. He is now president
the Croker .National Fire Prevention

igineering Company, of No. 562 Fifth
enue.
'Both the Triangle and the Equitable
es can be attributed to carelessness," Mr.
oker said to a Hebai/d reporter yestery."Carelesness, sometimes criminal
relessness, is the cause of the average
e. In industrial plants, where fires have
used a considerable loss of life, such as
the Triangle building fire in Washington c

a,ce last year, carelessness is often re- c

onsible for the great loss of life andl^
operty. It is my belief that this general c

relessness may be partly overcome by t
e installation of proper fire protection c

fihods in such establishments. s

of the Modi
.rtment, where she peruses copious vol- 1
nes of books on millinery, but does not i

y any. She has a hat at home whioh is i
I trimmed, with the exception of a c

uplie of hows. After packing out the 1
vrle of how which tickles her fancy she <

es to the millinery department. *
'What can I show you, Madam?" asks 1

te of the saleswomen. f
'Oh, nothing," says Mrs. Jones, "1 1

erely stopped to have some ribbons
tiich 1 bought here yesterday made up v

to bows. I was in a frightful rush at f

e time I purchased them and did not J
.ve time to get them made up. As I T

ist shop here all day, I thought I might c

well take advantage of your custom g
re and have them made up." *
v^ei Lfcuniy, j.vxa.u&Liii, eajis me wtneo-

iman,and examines the contents of one *

the parcels which Mrs. Jones took
)m home. *
'In my hurry," explains the shopper, "I °

uld not find the paper in which the v

)bons were wrapped when I bought a

em, but I am sure you will not mind. p
>u must recognize your own goods." s

the saleswoman is quite certain that 8

e ribbon was not purchased in the store. °

rs. Jones is certain of the same thing,
it rather than have trouble over so pfling an affair the saleswoman has the
>bons made into bows according to the =

ttern which Mrs. Jones has chosen.
^Vhile Mrs. Jones was looking at the J
llinery patterns she noticed that her ^
es bothered her somewhat. Outlines
re not quite clear and she had to straip
see plainly.
'Perhaps I need glasses," she says to
rself. "I ought to have my eyes exlined.But it is such a nuisance and
uliSts are so exorbitant in their
arges." ,

rhen she is attracted by a large sign T
lich reads:."Eyes"Examined free."
'Just my opportunity," she soliloquizes, c

d step® into the richly furnished parlor n

lere a trained oculist is testing eyes. h
'There is nothing at all the trouble with o
ur eyesight," he tells Mrs. Jones aftjer
has tested her thoroughly. "All you °

ed is a little boracic acid in your eyes n

eh night. They seem a little tired." c
7his advice is gratuitous. ii
Irs. Jones is suddenly reminded that she a
in need of twenty-five yards of clothes n

e. h
Dear me," she thinks, "fit is half a d
it a yard cheaper at Q. & Co.'s and h
an charge it to my husband there, but a
is so far across town. I'll write." f;
!o she goes to the writing room where a

per, ink and envelopes are at the dis- 0
sal of customers. Mrs. Jones considers
rself a bonafide customer (by now, sp n

3 writes to Q. & Co. on the stationery P
the store in which she is, and orders s

i clothes line which is to be charged to P
r husband. 'She has to put two cents in °

lot machine to get a postage stamp, but
3 achieves revenge on the department E
ire by slipping a blotter into her hand- 1
g. It is so handy to have when you t
sh to sign checks with a fountain pen. a

'he grocery department attracts Mrs.
aes next. She really needs some things
the kitchen, so she rides in the elevator a
one of the upper floors. The odor of h
fee, chocolate, fruits and other daln- I
s blend alluringly, and the chafing Ii
hes, where samples are being prepared, o

\
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^ Compulsory lire drill in all mercantile houses, fac4tories and Institutions employing or containing more

£ than twenty-five persons; the organization of such em

ployes into fire brigades, with a retired fireman in
charge, to instruct such brigades properly to use auxJiliary fire appliances pending the arrival of the Fire De
partipent, and in addition to be on duty constantly dur
ing working hours to patrol premises, inspect fire apIpliances and note condition of premises as to being

f free from rubbish, waste materials and other inflamtmable matter likely to cause or promote fire.

| The installation of approved sprinkler systems and
+ modern automatic fire alarms in certain classes of buildtings are of particular advantage in discovering and exftinguishing fires in their incipiency and of considerable

value to the Fire Department in fighting fires.
4 The equipment of various premises with auxiliary fire
I appliances of the most approved type, with periodic
T inspection of same, should be insisted upon in all
! classes of buildings.

Smoking in factories during working hours to be
+ PROHIBITED and offenders severely punished for any

J infraction of this rule.
t All buildings three stories or more in height to be
t provided with fire escapes and standpipes for Fire
4 Department use.

J Fire doors and shutters to be closed every night, and
f stock should never be placed so as to hinder the ready
a /VTr\e*4-r»cr a-P fVinan ofABC
T HUOUlg Ui. tucoc U4V OtvjJU,

All doors should be made to open or swing outward.
Safety matches should be required by law; all other

kinds strictly prohibited. ,

"Smoking by employes and the careless busy workers notice
lisposal of waste are the most frequent is in progress.
:auses of fires in industrial concerns. A "Lack of training
worker will often throw away a cigarette makes it difficult for
>r a cigar, walk away from the place and to handle the fire be
;'hink nothing more of the matter. By able headway. I ha'
:hance the cigarette or cigar may ignite astrous fires which co

lome inflammable material and before the by men properly trai

irn Woman Who
ook so cheery. Mrs. Jones Is swayed by Inf the shqe depart
i relentless desire to taste as she passes, .Smith, who is about
ind from one counter to another she flits "No, I'm afraid noi
:onsuming samples of "positively our Smith's suggestion
jest coffee," "delectable chocolate," gethcr. "I'm so hor
ihicken croquettes made with some new to do, you know. Th
jrowning preparation, cake manufactured wear on one's nervjes

. v.nf /halrinc imwinr. a bit of flTJnetite. Pf

?reaseless crullers and ice cream frozen in the "Waldorf later to
i machine which needs no grinding. This little speech
At a booth surrounded by a crowd of Jones suspicious tha
vomen, which reminds one of ithe London rather tired and run
mffragettes attacking the police, Mrs. to the scales which
"ones pauses and manages to elbow her requiring a penny in
cay close to the counter. Here she pur- .0ne hundred an,
hases a package of cereal for ten cents

nounces the attenda
!he does not mean to be extravagant, but
hey are giving away a flowered dish with
iach package of the cereal, so she has Goodness," she s

hem both sent to her home. have lost half a pou
It is with a little pang of vexation that strenuous shopping."
drs. Jones feels two of the buttons pop As she passes the
ft from her shoes as she enters the ele- are guarding numerc
ator to ride downtairs. So she gets off been left by shopping
t the next floor and goes to the shoe de- almost experiences a
artment. Her boots were bought in this she is childless,
tore, and she may have new buttons "It would be so
ewed on without charge. There are two baby oared for like th
n the other shoe which are all but ready it wouldn't cost a ce
o come off, so Mrs. Jones leans over, A few moments h
ives them a yank and deftly slips them Brown,
ito her handbag. "I am giving a littl

# A Clerical Chicken-Ra
T'S back to the farm for the Rev. of a charge, I would
Charles A. Eaton, once John D. Rocke- old'age to make a li
feller's Cleveland pastor and now in wanted to rear our 1

, open.in the country,charge of the Madison Avenue Baptist cloge to natur6( enj
Church here. That's why Dr. Eaton derive those benefits
prfefers riding fifty miles daily in a rail- only the country affo

cay train to occupying the residence his k°y or rea
,.,, T,, .. half of the joys of livhurch provides. He s a commuter of the from th. vprv Rtart. .

aost pronounced type, and, furthermore, a crime for any pai
ie is a thoroughly up to date farmer and to tawe his children t<
ne who makes farming pay. them cooped up in cit.
Dr. Eaton has a fine farm on the slope "We found just the
f the Watchung Mountains, about three the country. It's percrules northeast of Plainfield, N. J. He -^id rugged mountaii
omes to New York every morning, catch- quislte view, fertile fl
ig the 9:30 train. He arrives in Plainfield and happily enjoyint eleven o'clock each night with a three southem exposure.

"

file drive to his mountain home ahead of jor tbe house or bunim. But before he comes to the city each ig ln rea]jty a virgi
ay, and despite the lateness of his arrival ]nxurje«, there we coi
ome the night before, he is up betTmes, !n'the clty and afteridhas gone over the day's work with his hard WQ'rk on my rarm hands and: overseer, besides person- >,!»<
Hy superintending the milking of his herd

s ^ /Vicing !
f registered cattle. His fields are in a ^

, ,vnpn Tne state of cultivation, and aside from his
nany cows he raises more than enough J

ork to supply his home needs. The bal- "J" *°m® I rince is marketed, as are the milk and
products from the chicken farm run In ® £ that^a voungeronjunction with the main farm. .. ; finDiscussing his move to the country Dr. down%ecure in the kEaton said economy alone prompted it lded for the p]Ie is fast building up a business right £nd that a rQof ishere at home, which not only nets him Some of my brothefair income but one which Is capable of pr6ciate what this meing greatly augumented. Dr Eaton is chapli"One can't hope to be a popular preacher Hotel Men's AssocialIways," Dr. Eaton said, "and the time a rendezvous for a sc
as.come when I must look to the future, duct the fashionablehave a family of growing boys and girls. They well know tha
f anything should happen to my health, provide them with th
r for any other reason I was deprived den grows.

\
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lies for Fire Prevention j
«

4 Ashes should be kept in metal receptacles.never in f
wooden barrels or boxes. £

Oily rags should be kept in metal waste cans and *

contents removed each night. <

Rubbish should never be allowed to accumulate in *

buildings of any description. I
Gasolene, naphtha and other volatile liquids should 4

not be kept in building. *

Gas brackets should have rigid fixtures; where neces- t
sary to use swinging brackets all exposed woodwork 4
should be protected with sheet metal, leaving an air 4
space. Metal bells should be placed* over gas jets on 4
low ceilings.
Steam pipes should be kept clear from all wood and 4

other combustible material. .I

Open fireplaces should be protected with sheet iron or,
better, be bricked up. 4

Electricity when improperly installed is hazardous; ^
see that your certificate of approval covers the entire t
installation; lamp cords should not be hung on nails 4
or wrapped around any piping; paper shades should $
never be used. Do not allow employes to tamper with J
electrical installations. 4

Stovepipes should be run direct to brick chimneys +
and never through floors or partitions; protect floors *

under and about stoves with brick, cement or sheet 4
metal. .,+

All apartments and private houses, as well as other *

buildings, should be provided with a modern three
gallon fire extinguisher. There is no reason why people, ^
especially women, should take alarm from a small fire; ^
they can easily handle an extinguisher and promptly <>

extinguish it if they keep cool.
"

4

it a good eize Maze that the Are loss in this country, both in
lives and property, can be greatly reduced

: in fire prevention if the proper preventive measures are
the men in the place adopted.
fore it gets consider- "I fought the fire demon in New York
ve seen so many dis- for twenty-seven years, and throughout
uld have been checked those years I was steadily and irresistibly
ned that I am certain led to the conclusion that, while the fire

Shops Scientifically
ment she meets Mrs. to-morrow," says her friend. "It is in
to have luncheon. honor of my sister and I have just arshereplies to Mrs. ranged it on a moment's notice. I tried
that they lunch to- to 'phone you this morning, but you were
rible busy. So much out."
as shopping is such a "I'd be delighted," says Mrs. Jones,

I haven't positively "but I hope it isn't too terribly fashionirhapsI shall stop at able. I shall have to wear a very simple
have a bit of tea." hat, I am afraid. I haven't purchased
really makes Mrs. a11 my winter millinery yet."

t she may bo feeling Mrs. Brown assures her that a simple
down, so she hurries 136 a11 that is necessary, and will
weiisrh her withnnt doubtless become her charmingly. As

the slot soon as they have parted, Mrs. iones
a4 u» returns to the millinery department and

win Isf * selects the most elaborate and elfgantnt who adjusted the . flnd_

>ays to herself. "I 1 w°uld like this sent to my home,"'
nd. I must stop this she says' "and char&«d- 1 am not sure!

whether it satisfies me, but if not I will

room where matrons return It.

>us babies who have "I S11633 that will turn Mrs. Brown

: mothers, Mrs. Jones &reen with envy," she adds to herself as

pang of regret that she leaves the department. "And I can

send it back the day after the luncheon." (

handy to have the As a cllmax t0 the day's activities

lat," she thinks "and Mrs- Jones visits the premium depart- ,

nt."
' ment. Here she produces coupons

iter she meets Mrs whlch she has collected from various ]
purchases and which have been given

e luncheon day after t0 her by frlends who do not sav® them. ,
She inspects most of the goods which I,

. may be had in exchange for coupons,

# «
* and has a sample of pretty nearly ^

* cpy everything on hand spread out before ,

wOC^f she finally selects some silver toilet 1
articles worth about five dollars. These

find it difficult In my she has sent to her home. ,

ving. Then, too, we The stage conveys her to the point (

>oys and girls in the where she left the trolley car in the ,

where they could live morning. There she boards a cross- ,

oy its beauties and town car and gazes nonchalantly at an ,

and pleasures which advertisement on the opposite side of f

rds. the car as she hands her long sincfc

red in the city loses exPired transfer to the conductor,

ing. They are stunted! The car is crowded and the conductor ,

ind I look upon it as In the press of his work neglects to f

ent who can afford notice the time punched on the transfer t

3 the country to keep ticket. Mrs. Jones obtains another ,

y homes or flats." transfer and leaves the crosstown car (

place we wantea in for one which takes her within a short

hed on the side of a
walk from her home- During the ride (
nntrvwn she takes a mental accdunt of

1 £ ,,h ai! eXi her expenditures. 1
- the hpnpfltTn'f !! "One must watch these store people
WeLai ?c^earinSl " ^Ye^oJ^o"' 'Vow"?t will get the better or you. r\ow I

ff°J' ndrS wonder-I just wonder, if they beat me

.If® ®* * out of anything to-day."aldn t possibly afford
r two or three years
>art I've got the farm SPECIAL AOTICES.
3ls that it Dractieallv . .~

f N
leave the minlsfry." f^\I'V\ (]is will be toy home. LI VS^ ' L\) W/made with my own r-] p-1 pK \ /
proud of. When the MJ \\j)1>rk has died out and LI U >.' V_y U I. 1 U LI U
and more active man| "Mill to "Wearer" Sale Silk.
y pulpit, i can step! Lisle.Cotton,
nov. .edge that I have Overproduction of stock sold at retail DIroverbialrainy day, RECTTO WEARER.
Still over my head. Famous Lenox Hosiery for Men, n,

Women and Children, 6 pairs S CI (Inministers wi.l ap- g months guaranteed, sold here- p»rleans." tofore at l.">0 to 2.00 per box of M {\JJ pajr
tip of the New York 6 Pair!!- AU other qualities at w

-.v.., ,. , proportionate reductions..ion ana n.s home is: Xeckwear for men and women, ,..« *

ore of men who cop-j formerly 5fc., T5c., $1.00 11
hotels of the city. Mail orders filled at 2c. extra per pair,

t their chaplain willi LENOX. SILK WORKS
le very best his gar-1' p West. 81st Street, near Fifth Ave.I Open Daily from 8 A. M. to fl P M.

V /

________

rrnMH J\c
I V. V/ 8 i I 1^1 IV
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JOSEPH JOHNSONs>. ...

fighting: and fire extinguishing organizationsof our great modern cities had
reached a high state of efficiency and
were keeping well abreast of the demands
made upon them, our citizens, as a rule,
paid too little attention to the vital matter
of fire prevention, of which I always have
been a consistent advocate."
Here Mr. Croker paused and took from

his desk statistics to show that the enormousfire waste of the United States varies
from $200,000,000 to $400,000,000 annually.
He insisted that through the adoption of
efficient fire prevention measure^ this great
property loss, not to consider the death
toll, 'could be greatly reduced.
"This utter destruction of more than a

quarter of a billion of dollars in property,"he continued, "is not the inevitable
chance of industry and commerce. All
that is necessary is to apply the test of
comparison with other countries of like
civilization. In round numbers, the per
capita fire loss in the United States has
been from $2 to $4, against thirty-three
cents in the principal European countries
One of the conditions in these countries
that operates to effect a lesser loss than
here is the larger use of non-combustible
materials due to the high cost of wood.
Another reason is the intangible influence
of their older civilization, which makes
these people more careful of small savings
in all their affairs and generally more
cautious than we have yet become.

Do Without Wood.
"If I had my, way about it I would not

permit a piece of wood, even the size of
a lead pencil, to be used in the constructionor finish of any building in the
United States exceeding a ground area
of 25x50 feet or three stories in height.
If there was still an absolute necessity
for its use, if it could not be replaced
with steel,'as it has been in many modernconstructions, it would then be well
to attempt to conceive of something better.Wooden floors, wooden windowframes,doors and casings burn and help
other things to burn. Everything- that
is made of wood burns and helps the
fire to spread. Eliminate wood, remove
the cause, and you have precluded the possibilityor Are."
The passage of the Hoey bill by

the 'Legislature creating the Bureau of
Fire Prevention in the Fire Department
and giving the Fire Commissioner power
to enforce his orders is, in the opinion
of 'Mr. Croker, a most important step
in the right direction. He believes that

A Petticoat Lob
# $

- t
WHEN the Legislature opened m

Albany there was much speculationconcerning the "girl lobbyist"whom the New York suffragistshave chosen to represent
them during the next session.

The legislators, new and old, looked with
curiosity upon Miss Jeanette Rankin, the

Montana girl who is to fill this diplomatic
r61e, and voiced their approval of the

choice, for Miss Rankin is blessed with a

very pleasing personality and that very
rare gift of tact which always soothes and
never irritates.
Heretofore it has been the custom for

the various suffrage societies to take
headquarters in Albany, but the presence
of so many lobbyists resulted in more or

less confusion. But with this very attractiveMontana girl, who is already the
heroine of two .suffrage victories, in Washingtonand California, in the field to plead
the cause there is a strong feeling among
the ranks that the bill may go through.
Miss Rankin's appointment came

through the recently organized Co-operativeCommittee, composed of presidents of
the New York State Suffrage Association,
the Women's Political Union, the Men's
Suffrage League and the Equal Franchise
Society, and while there has been some

feeling expressed among New York suffragiststhat a Montana girl should have
been selected for this diplomatic mission ,

rather than one who is familiar with the
situation in thd Empire State, on the
other hand all are willing to acknowledge
that her experience in States where suf-
frage victories have been made will be of ,
great value.
Although Miss Rankin is the daughter!]

of a Missoula (Mont.) banker and was edu-
oated in the West, she is more or less fa- \
miliar with New York, since she was grad- (
aated from the School of Philanthropy j
here, later finding a position in Seattle as

"baby placer," but she soon decided that|
this was not her mission and that fighting
for the suffrage cause was, so she joined
the ranks of women who want the ballot,
STot only did she organize the Washington
campaign, but she stumped the State In
the cause without remuneration.
After the Washington victory Miss Ranilnreturned to Montana, where she at
moe set to work trying to get a bill
:hrough the Legislature, and to her credit =

>e it said that with no suffrage organiza:Ion,in the State back of her she managed
:o get a bill through the Judiciary Comnitteeand before the Legislature with a

najority vote on it all within three
nonthp. It didn't get through, for in Monanaconstitutional amendments require a;
:wo-thirds vote, but nevertheless the;
slucky girl got the credit for a mighty!
ilever piece of legislative work.
More than this, Miss Rankin Invaded

California and stumped four counties.
Polo, Siskiyou, Trinity and Butte.and, althoughin unknown territory, she drew up
her own plan of campaign, attended to
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Equitable Building Was Put
Up When Modern FireproofingWas Unknown.

e

CITIZENS MUST HELP
«

vthe work of the Fire Prevention Bureau
will tend to greatly reduce the number
of fires in New York.
That one of the most notable fires in

the history of New York was a blaze on

the twenty-sixth floor of the Singer
Building on SeptemDer i9, 1910. is the
opinion of Mr. Croker. Combustible materialin a room was a mass of flames
before discovered, he said, and if the
building had not been a really fireproof
structure there would have been a cb-r."

(lagration the like of which Now York
has never seen.
Louis Jay Horowitz, president of the

Thompson-Starrett Company, was asked
yesterday whether or not a fire similar
to that which occurred in the Equitable
Building would, if it occurred in one of
the modern office buildings, be attended
by the same consequences.
"No, it would not," hp replied. * "You

must know that the Equitable Life
Building was built before the most importantprotective features now employedfor fireproof buildings were
known.

Shaft and Flue.
"When the flames reached the elevator

shaft of the Equitable Building, instead of
being confined to the shaft, the shaft acted
as a dangerous flue, because its constructionpermitted the flames to get out of the
shaft and attack the heavy wood trim, the
wood wainscoting in many cases, and other
inflammable material stored on the floors.
"In a modern building, in addition to the

elevator shaft being built of fireproof material,the door openings are so constructed
as to confine the fire within the limits of
the shaft. TI(e door openings of the EquitableBuilding allowed the flames to
escape.
"When the inflammable material referredto caught fire- and the flames attackedthe floor construction the soffits

of the beams, being simply plastered,
crumbled off, and as a consequence the
steel beams supporting the arches buckled
and many' of the floors collapsed. Thc>
flreproofing methods in vogue at the time
the Equitable was built, and, as a matter
of fact, until quite recently, did not call
for the proper protection of the soffits of
the beams.
"Take any of the modern buildings,

for instance, the United States Express
Company Building, and here is what
probably would have happened:.In the
first place the fire would-*"likely have
been confined to the room where it
started because of the fireproof trim and
doors installed in that building. The
present law calls for either fireproof
wood or metal to be used in all tall
office buildings. If the flame had reached
the shaft it would have been confined
to the shaft, and this shaft would act
as a protection, in that the fire would be
limited to the area of the shaft and escapeat the top instead of acting as a

dangerous flue, as in 'the case of the
Equitable Building. But if for any reasonthe flames got out of the shaft, there
still would be no collapsing of the floor.becausethe steel beams carrying the
floor construction are properly protected
so as to avoid the possibility of any
buckling due to heat and the consequent
collapsing of floors."
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MISS JEANETTE RANKIN
t j

her own advertising, which sometimes
was nothing more than pasting posters up
on available barns, posts or billboards, ana
hired halls or corralled dry goods boxes
when halls were not to be had.
Her experiences during this camDaien

would fill a book, but It isn't easy to get
he Montana girl to dilate on them, for
<he is modest in regard 'to her attainments,
>ut that in French Gulch and other wild
ind woolly places away from the centre
>f civilization she was not only fortunate
uough to win the interest of the women,
eit 'the men as well, and it is safe to say
hat were she to announce a return engagementshe would play to a full house,
md it is undoubted that her efforts in
:hese outposts on the frontier did much to ,

ie}p win the recent victory in California.
And it is because of such able campaigningas this that the New York sufragistsput their confidence in Miss

Nankin and believe that their petticoat
obbyist will pave the w'ay to a victory in
he Empire State during 1912.
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